
STATEMENT of AMBITIONS and LIFE PURPOSE  
 

ITS HISTORY ~ WHY IT’S IMPORTANT ~ DISPELLLING RUMORS and BAD ADVICE 
 
This requirement has been part of the Eagle Scout Rank Application (ESRA) for more than 50 years.  It’s appeared 
in various places on the ESRA, but its wording and purpose has remained unchanged. 

 
In preparation for your board of review, prepare and attach to your Eagle Scout Rank 
Application a statement of your ambitions and life purpose and a listing of positions held 
in your religious institution, school, camp, community, or other organizations, during 
which you demonstrated leadership skills.  Include honors and awards received during 
this service. 

 
For more than 20 years, when the Eagle application was 4 – 6 pages, boxes were provided on the ESRA itself for 
the scout to provide his answers.  Here are examples from actual Eagle applications: 

  
 

 
 
When the ESRA was reduced to two pages, and boxes were removed for the scout to provide this information, 
people around the country began to create their own requirements.  Things like “I want at least a page and a half, 
single spaced”, or “I want a history of what you’ve done in Scouting since you joined”, even “provide a 
testimonial on the value of Scouting to you and to America.”  While these might be interesting to read, they are 
not the requirement!   
 

A personal history, a journal of your Scouting experiences, or a testimonial 
on Scouting’s value is NOT a substitute for completing the requirement. 
 

Since introducing the PDF-fillable Statement of Ambitions and Life Purpose form five years ago, of the hundreds of 
scouts who’ve used it – about 90% of our total Eagles – rarely does a scout fail to provide the correct information.  
Of the 10% who opt not to use it, half must start over because they simply ignored the requirement, and half of the 
remainder omit one or more items and must revise their statement. 
 
Using the PDF fillable form is your best bet for meeting the requirement – as written – the first time! 
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